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way through the gullies and suddenly attacked the town fortifications,
driving off the tsarist soldiers practically with their bare hands.
Then they turned a, captured gun on the town and opened fire down
the streets. The Bashkirs burst into the town from the other side.
"The tsarist garrison took refuge in an ancient fortress. Meanwhile a-
relief force of tsarist "troops under Colonel Michelson had come up.
Pugachev ?s forces were routed in a pitched battle near Kazan and he
himself with a small detachment fled to the right bank of the Volga.
Pursuit of Pugachev. His severe defeat, the approach of au-
tumn, and difficulties in obtaining provision and fodder compelled
Pugachev to make for the southern steppes. On the right bank of the
Volga all that remained of his army was a small detachment. But when
be arrived in the densely-populated districts where there were many
landlords' estates his ranks were swelled by a new influx of serfs.
Soon the entire Volga area south of Nizhni Novgorod was up in arms.
Towns surrendered without practically offering any resistance. Peasants
rallied to Pugachev of their own accord, bringing along with them-
their landlords tied hand and foot. But these peasant reinforcements-
scattered as quickly as they rallied. The untrained peasants could not-
stand up against the regular troops, who pursixed Pugachev relent-
lessly, giving him no respite. After passing through Penza, Saratov
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The execution of Pugachev. From a drawing by an eyewitness, Andrei Bolotoi*